THE   KURDS
If Wratislaw decides to go and if I take on this job as Principal
British Commissioner I shall cut down the size of our camp,
our escort and even our British staff by half in order to speed
things up.
'This is part of the "Transferred Territories", and by an
evil chance it has fallen to me to deal with this most knotty
problem which Wratislaw would probably have handled
better.
'I went to see the oil wells at Qasr-i-Shirin run by a single
British engineer, right away from civilization, in a howling
wilderness, but everything spick and span and showing the
pride of a man in his work; an oasis in a country like this
where everything has gone or is going to rack and ruin, and
where everyone is hopelessly demoralized. Such men are real
missionaries, and one could not help noticing that the local
native employees were appreciably the better men for being
under the influence of steady work and showed plenty of
aptitude and intelligence.
'From here onwards the tribes are Kurds, a race apart
from Persians and with some European characteristics. I have
never had anything to do with them so far, and wish that I
had more time to spare from the routine of camp adminis-
tration to enable me to study them more closely. I envy
Minorsky, who talks Kurdish indefatigably and is more
interested in them, I believe, than in the frontier.9
My main task was to induce my colleagues to place on
record a definition, with map, of the territories transferred
to Turkey by virtue of the agreement of 1912 to which
we were now giving effect. This was of the greatest
importance to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, a con-
trolling interest in which had just been or was about to
be acquired by the Treasury, for they were entitled, by
a separate agreement, to construct a pipe-line thence
through Mesopotamia to the coast. Another company
held a concession for the rest of the wilayets of Baghdad
and Mosul and, as between the respective rights of these
companies, the verdict of the Commission would be final.
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